
“Too bad I can only give 5 stars because Kanlaya's is worth 10 stars! 

Kanlaya’s is by far the most beautiful place I have ever stayed in. The 

location and the gardens are like paradise, the service is exceptional, the 

beds are wonderful, the food is great, the dog and cat are adorable, and 

Philip and Gayle made us feel at home from the very first moment.” 

Gabrielle | page 14  

Read all our reviews: headlines on pages 3–5; full reviews on pages 6–23.
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100%

3 year rolling average since 2017since 2017

98%

Proud to be ranked by Kayak in its 

top 3% of over 1 million destinations 

worldwide

Guests discover the magic of Kanlaya’s 
The perfect Thailand destination for an intrepid adventure holiday or a 

romantic occasion. Kanlaya’s is a stunningly grand design in a spectacular 

setting, remote yet luxurious, romantic and full of surprises. Its bespoke, 

and brimming with Tribal delights.
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NO ORDINARY DESTINATION

 Guests reward Kanlaya’s with top Thailand scores



What our visitors say in their own words

Philip and Gayle are 

excellent hosts. The 

staff were the best, 

frindliest I’ve ever 

experienced here in 

Thailand. Incredibly 

knowledgeable in 

regards to local 

activities, nature, 

wildlife and customs . 

Everything has been 

thought through to 

preserve the 

enviromnent and the 

local culture. 

We enjoyed a 

wonderful breakfast 

as we watched the 

sunrise over the 

Burmese border. The 

food was all excellent, 

we particularly 

enjoyed the candlelit 

dinners. We had 

dinner on the outside 

terrace and would 

rate these, without 

hesitation, as the very 

best we ever had 

during our several 

trips in Thailand. 

Our room was 

decorated and 

designed with 

intense attention to 

detail with wonderful 

views. Exquisite 

Karen hill tribe 

fabrics. The suite is 

luxurious with 

beautiful detail, 

fantastically 

spacious. The nicest 

bathroom I have ever 

seen. 

The location is 

spectacularly 

beautiful, set in the 

picturesque 

mountains. A 

stunning jungle 

location and 

exceptional comfort. 

A paradise on Earth! 

A beautiful, idyllic, 

green place with 

stunning views. 

Maybe the most 

beautiful place in the 

middle of nowhere. 

An unbelieveable 

experience in every 

way possible. So 

many fantastic 

activities to enjoy 

and places to explore. 

Philip and Gayle are 

so nice and helpful, 

and will arrange the 

most amazing 

outings to encounter 

nature and local 

villagers in places 

with zero tourists.

The property itself 

has been carefully 

designed by the 

hosts, integrating the 

local geology and 

plants into the 

architecture. Great 

birdwatching 

opportunities. The 

gardens are like 

paradise. It’s peaceful 

and even magical. 

Number of reviews per country split by continent

100% positive for all 46 Google topic reviews 

K�l�a
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Property (13)  Nature (8)  Location (5)

Dining (8) Service (17)

0% unfavourable 100% positive 0% unfavourable 100% positive 0% unfavourable 100% positive

0% unfavourable 100% positive 0% unfavourable 100% positive

North America 

Canada   2 

United States  13 

Europe 

Austria   3 

Belgium   2 

Denmark   2 

France   13 

Germany   9 

Italy   1 

Luxembourg   1 

Malta   1 

Netherlands   10 

Poland   1 

Portugal   1 

Spain   2 

Switzerland   7 

UK   13 

Oceania 

Australia   3 

New Zealand   1 

Asia 

China   1 

Hong Kong   2 

Israel   4 

Myanmar   1 

Philippines   1 

Russia   3 

Singapore   5 

South Korea   3 

Taiwan   1 

Thailand   18 
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 10
Excellent for relaxing, beautiful 

landscape 

Jossep, es (Spain) 

Wed, 21 Aug 2024 

 10
Exc eptional 

Bianca (Netherlands) 

Fri, 31 May 2024 

 
10

Exceptional 

Barbara (Russia) 

Fri, 26 Apr 2024 

 
10

Rich cultural experience 

Paul (Germany) 

Sun, 24 Mar 2024 

  
9

An exceptional place to rest 

Alain (Switzerland) 

Sat, 9 Mar 2024 

 
10

Exceptional 

Julien (France)  

Tue, 5 Mar 2024 

 
10

Exceptional 

Sungjin (South Korea) 

Tue, 27 Feb 2024 

 
10

 A true gem 

Sara (Thailand)  

Thu, 8 Feb 2024 

 
10

 Truly remarkable 

Tamara (United States) 

Thu, 8 Feb 2024 

  
9

Superb 

Catherine (France)  

Sun, 4 Feb 2024 

  
9

Superb 

De Saeger (Belgium) 

Tue, 23 Jan 2024 

 
10

Fabulous! 

Helen (Portugal) 

Thu, 18 Jan 2024 

 
10

Highly recommended 

Kate (Australia) 

Thu, 18 Jan 2024 

 
10

Fantastic 

Helene (Switzerland)  

Tue, 16 Jan 2024 

  
9

Superb 

Peter (Denmark) 

Sat, 13 Jan 2024 

  
9

Kanlaya home stay: a home 

away from home 

Cynthia (Philippines)  

Fri, 5 Jan 2024 

 
10

Exceptional 

Christian (Austria)  

Fri, 29 Dec 2023 

  
9

Luxury stay close to the nam lod 

cave 

Mathilde (Netherlands)  

Tue, 26 Dec 2023 

 
10

Luxury stay close to the nam lod 

cave  

Jonas (Netherlands)  

Mon, 25 Dec 2023 

 
10

A wonderful stay  

Thomas (Malta) 

Mon, 18 Dec 2023 

 
10

A wonderful stay  

Marylin (France)  

Mon, 18 Dec 2023 

 
10

A little slice of heaven 

Brian (United Kingdom) 

Fri, 15 Dec 2023 

 
10

A very pleasant stay. Philip & 

Gale were really at the top. The 

meals were delicious. 

Marylin (France)  

Thu. 14 Dec 2023 

 
10

Luxury homestay with super 

friendly care by the host couple  

Torsten (Germany)  

Wed, 13 Dec 2023 

  
8

Great location, super rooms but 

hectic 

Joris (Netherlands) 

Mon, 11 Dec 2023 

 
10

Beautiful, unique homestay that 

everyone should enjoy at least 

once in your lifetime 

David (United Kingdom) 

Thu, 2 Nov 2023 

  
8

Very good 

Thomas (Singapore)  

Mon, 23 Oct 2023  

 
10

Fantastic property with a view of 

the rice fields 

Raphael (Switzerland)  

Sun, 3 Sep 2023 

 
10

Exceptional 

Alexandre (France)  

Sun, 27 Aug 2023 

 
10

Exceptional 

Keren (United States)  

Wed, 9 Aug 2023 

  
8

Air conditioning must be 

installed 

Arie (Israel) 

Tue, 30 May 2023 

 
10

Exceptional 

Adam (United States) 

Fri, 31 Mar 2023 

 
10

Unforgettable! We feel very 

lucky to have found this gem of 

a place & such wonderful hosts 

Trudi (Hong Kong) 

Sat, 25 Mar 2023 

 
10

Lovely place – highly 

recommended 

Hans (Denmark) 

Sat, 25 Mar 2023 

 
10

Exceptional 

Nikolay (Russia) 

Mon, 13 Mar 2023 

 
10

Absolutely amazing place 

Sarah (United Kingdom) 

Wed, 8 Mar 2023 

 
10

Great place to relax with 

stunning views 

Ferd (Netherlands) 

Tue, 7 Mar 2023 

 
10

Amazing romantic trip 

Maille (United Kingdom) 

Sun, 5 Mar 2023 

 
10

Incredible 

Sarah (Singapore) 

Fri, 3 Mar 2023 

 
10

Incredibly fine 

Anonymous (Netherlands) 

Mon, 20 Feb 2023 

 
10

A hidden gem 

Gianluca (Italy) 

Mon, 20 Feb 2023 

 
10

A unique, personal & enriching 

experience 

Graham (United Kingdom) 

Sat, 18 Feb 2023 

Exceptional 
68 reviews 9.8
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10

Beautiful hotel 

Louise (United States) 

Thu, 14 Feb 2023 

 
10

The best authentic northen 

thailand experience 

Elyse (United States) 

Wed, 25 Jan 2023 

 
10

Amazing, beautiful & clean 

room, stunning view, pampering 

staff, just perfect  

Arie (Israel) 

Sat, 14 Jan 2023 

 
10

Wonderful place to visit & enjoy 

Lance (United States) 

Fri, 13 Jan 2023 

 
10

Exceptional 

Thibaut (France) 

Thu, 12 Jan 2023 

 
10

Private resort in beautiful nature 

Robert (Switzerland) 

Wed, 11 Jan 2023 

    
10

Exceptional 

Liesbet (Netherlands) 

Mon, 9 Jan 2023 

 
10

Exceptional   

Chuanchom (Thailand) 

Fri, 30 Dec 2022 

 
10

The cave is sensational. We 

were in two mountain villages 

with guides. Super nice. Gail & 

Philip organise everything. 

Tobias (Germany) 

Thu, 29 Dec 2022 

  
9

Superb 

Magdalena (Poland) 

Thu, 22 Dec 2022 

 
10

Exceptional 

Werner (Germany) 

Wed, 21 Dec 2022 

 
10

Exceptional 

Tim (Australia) 

Fri, 16 Dec 2022 

 
10

Exceptional 

Benedikt (Australia)  

Mon, 12 Dec 2022  

 
10

Exceptional 

Atitaya (Netherlands) 

Sat, 26 Nov 2022 

 
10

We had a fabulous stay at 

Kanlaya 

Marc (United Kingdom) 

Thu, 24 Nov 2022 

 
10

Amazing place worth every 

penny 

Jade (United Kingdom) 

Sun, 13 Nov 2022 

 
10

Exceptional 

Gert (Belgium) 

Mon, 1 Aug 2022 

 
10

Exceptional 

Geoff (Thailand) 

Wed, 23 Feb 2022 

 10
Will be back 

Charlotte (Luxembourg) 

Sun, 16 Jan 2022 

 
10

Great & incredible stay near lod 

cave 

Anonymous (Thailand) 

Wed, 29 Dec 2021 

  
9

Superb 

Sahawat (Thailand) 

Tue, 28 Dec 2021 

 
10

Unexpected luxury in the middle 

of nature 

Nyhuis (Switzerland) 

Sun, 26 Dec 2021 

  
9

Superb 

Natasa (Thailand)  

Fri, 24 Dec 2021 

Exceptional 
67 reviews 9.8
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Ariel Weinstein 

A day ago on Google                         5/5 

The best accommodation northwest of Chiang 

Mai imo. 

Ariel Eldar 

A day ago on Google                         5/5 

This is truly no ordinary destination. 

Yiheng Luo (Aden) 

A day ago on Google                         5/5 

Thank you Philip and Gail for creating a dream 

home ... an unforgettable experience. 

dawa pratten 

2 months ago on Google                   5/5 

For anyone seeking the perfect escape in Mae 

Hong Son, I cannot recommend this resort 

highly enough. 

Branco S 

8 months ago on Google                  5/5 

We enjoyed every minute of the Honeymoon 

suite. We hope to return one day! 

Mark Cossin 

a year ago on Google                        4/5 

The traditional Thai dinner service was 

outstanding. The grounds are lovely. 

Elyse Wodaa 

year ago on Google                           5/5 

Do not miss this opportunity! I cannot express 

this enough. Wonderful in every way. 

Joanne Ho 

a year ago on Google                        5/5 

You can choose to have your dinner and 

breakfast at the luxury home stay. We love the 

food!  

Tara 

a year ago on Google                        5/5 

We had the most amazing experience staying 

at Kanlaya’s Eyrie and our only regret was that 

we only had 1 night there.  

Jaki FL 

a year ago on Google                        5/5 

Outstanding, unique and quite possibly 

unforgettable. Kanlaya's has to be on your 

list for an ethnic, luxurious and unique 

experience. 

Simon Servant 

2 years ago on Google                      5/5 

This place is simply amazing!. Very peaceful 

place to relax. 

Jessica Dixon 

2 years ago on Google                      5/5 

One of the most extraordinary stays I’ve had 

in Thailand. The host is thoughtful and kind.  

Mark Setford 

2 years ago on Google                      5/5 

Had a fantastic stay. The breakfast was 

amazing and the service was impeccable.  

Edmund Fong 

2 years ago on Google                      5/5 

Excellent stay, friendly staff and even the pet 

dog was super attentive. 

John Osborn 

5 years ago on Google                      5/5 

Highly recommended. A stunning jungle 

location and exceptional cofort. 

Jimmy Keelyu 

2 years ago on Google                      5/5 

Beautiful idyllic oasis in the green heart of 

northern Thailand. 

Peter Gorman 

6 months ago on Google                  5/5 

Beautiful place with interesting owners and 

guests in a unique setting. 

Thanarat Theppharak 

 5 years ag  o on Google                      5/5 

Very beautiful an   d amazing resort for relax 

and mental rehabilitation 

   Gabrielle Houtman 

6 months ago on Google                  5/5 

Too bad I can only give 5 stars because 

Kanlaya's is worth 10 stars! This stay is by far 

the most beautiful stay I have ever stayed in. 

표성진 

5 months ago on Google                  5/5 

Best view, private Korean meal and private 

accommodation.  

Olivier Vittet 

2 years ago on Google                      5/5 

Magnificent place away from the crowds of 

tourists. 

Rejean Jr Bergeron 

2 years ago on Google                      5/5 

A vacation in the middle of the jungle, on an 

incredible “resort”. The food is delicious, the 

service is impeccable. 

Thikamporn Thitivaraporn 

2 years ago on Google                      5/5 

Accommodation with good atmosphere. 

Suitable for relaxing. 

Patrick Bonnafous 

11 months ago on Google                5/5 

Adorable welcome, great cuisine with 

vegetables from the vegetable garden, superb 

view. 

Theeramantr Uo 

2 years ago on Google                      5/5 

The surrounding atmosphere is beautiful, 

peaceful, clean, very charming. 

Heiner Hunfeld 

4 years ago on Google                      5/5 

Beautiful with fantastic garden and great 

vegetable and herb garden. Perfect! 

สดุด ีเสรชีวี ี

2 years ago on Google                      5/5 

No matter how many times I go, I'm still 

impressed. 

Florent stempniewicz 

 6 years ago on Google                      5/5 

A haven of peace in the jungle! Magic 

บารม ีล้นฟ้า 

 6 years ago on Google                      3/5 

Beautiful place, beautiful river view.  

붉은전설 

5 months ago on Google                  5/5 

Andreas Meier 

8 months ago on Google                  5/5 

ดา รา่a 

year ago on Google                           5/5 

Great view · Quiet 

binat schwarz-milner 

a ye ar ago on Google                        5/5 

Dispong Pornchanoknart 

4 years ago on Google                      5/5 

Christian HOLZL 

4 years ago on Google                      4/5 

Superb site for 1 night. 

Srinuan Kanjanajan 

4 years ago on Google                      5/5 

Darío Lapuente 

5 years ago on Google                      5/5 

cutter Poramate 

5 years ago on Google                      3/5 

Sam Tong 

5 years ago on Google                      4/5 

Mary Farrell 

5 years ago on Google                      5/5 

Jens Oschmann 

5 years ago on Google                      5/5 

laurence Leroy 

6 years ago on Google                      3/5 

Sak Seelamad 

6 years ago on Google                      5/5 

PN P 

6 years ago on Google                      5/5

4.8 

Excellent  |  44 reviews
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Dec 2023 

 

A wee slice of paradise 

JDLandCo, Thailand 

Nov 2023 

 

Awesome stay at Kanylaya’s Eyrie 

Monika M, Germany 

Nov 2023 

 

Better than most 5 star hotels – 

individualism & beauty combined 

David M, United Kingdom 

Sep 2023 

 

Great lodge above the rice fields in 

the mountains 

Ghacha26, Germany  

Jul 2023 

 

Perfect location for exploring remote 

northern thailand 

Fjewellstern, United States 

Mar 2023 

 

One of a king luxury in off-the-beaten 

track mae hong son province 

Paula D 

Jan 2023 

 

Beautiful private resort in lovely nature 

Rotravel, Switzerland 

Dec 2022 

 

Hidden gem 

Jeep 

Dec 2022 

 
Magic in the mountains 

WallySantana, Taiwan 

Nov 2022 

 

Wonderful honeymoon! 

Agathe, France  

Jan 2020 

 

A highlight of our time in Thailand 

Lynne S 

Dec 2019 

 

A trip forever etched in memory 

Vincent89BKK, Thailand

Dec 2019 

 

Secluded and exclusive 

MJTan, Singapore 

Dec 2018 

 

Hidden paradise 

Photostoryteller 

Feb 2018 

 

A luxury exclusive eagle nest in the 

jungle 

Paolo B, Thailand 

Feb 2018 

 

A gem in the jungle 

BangkokMusa, Thailand  

Nov 2017 

 

5 A piece of heaven 

Flytennis, The Netherlands   

Feb 2017 

 

5 Beautiful place, great food & service  

Marlemss, Switzerland 

Jan 2017 

 

5 Memorable beauty, comfort… relax  

Caaap 

Feb 2016 

 

5 Perfection is not impossible any more  

Leon S, Germany 

Dec 2015 

 

5 Perfect honeymoon destination  

RachelAsh88, United Kingdom 

Nov 2015 

 

5 Highlight of a three month trip 

Cg43879, United States 

Oct 2015 

 

5 Hidden gem in the north of thailand  

Geert J, Myanmar 

Feb 2015 

 

5 Resort Kanlaya’s Eyrie – what a 

wonderful place to stay 

Bernd_frey, Aust 
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Excellent 

24 reviews5.0



 AUSTRALIA 

Kate Reviewed: 18 January 2024                                                                                                                                                                                    
10

 

 Australia Highly recommended 

                          This is a lovely property. The rooms are well laid out, very clean & comfortable with wonderful views. The best feature of our 

stay were the hosts Gale & Philip. We were treated as part of an extended family & nothing was too much trouble for them to 

arrange. Sop Pong or more correctly the village of Baan Tham Lod where Kanlaya's Eyrie is located does not appear to have 

many attractions other than it famous cave Tham Nam Lot however the reality is that many of Pai's activities, such as kayaking 

& walking, are done at or near Baan Tam Lod. Philip has a plethora of activities for his guests on top of the cave, kayaking & 

walks. Our stay at Kanlaya was a highlight of our trip – the mixing with other guests around an outside fire & having a range of 

activities recommended & arranged for us. I wished we had skipped Pai & stayed 4 days here doing more of the day trips 

suggested by Philip. 

                          There are not many food options near Kanlaya which means eating at home most nights. The room could have been slightly 

warmer but that is probably only relevant to me who has lived in the tropics for many years & finds anything under 20 degrees 

cold. All rooms do have air conditioning units which both cool & heat. 

Tim Reviewed: 16 December 2022                                                                                                                                                                                
10

 

 Australia Exceptional 

                          Serenity in a beautiful location! Our beautifully appointed rom had an amazing view, the food was delicious & Philip was a 

great host. The day trip to the nearby villages that Philip took us on was a fantastic experience too! Plus easy access to the 

incredible Tham Lod Caves… Go late in the day to avoid day trippers & see the swifts arrive to roost. 

                          Nothing. 

Benedikt Reviewed: 12 December 2022                                                                                                                                                                                
10

 

 Australia Exceptional 

 AUSTRIA 

Christian Reviewed: 29 December 2023                                                                                                                                                                                
10

 

 Austria Exceptional 

                          An extraordinary place! We were amazed! The design of the rooms is stunning & the whole atmosphere in the place & the 

surrounds are fantastic! A real diamond! We are so happy we have found this hidden secret 😊 Philip & Gale are wonderful 

people, making the whole stay absolutely perfect! Food & drinks at the fire site were amazing! We will definitely be back! 

binat schwarz-milner 

a year ago on  Google (Austria)                                                                                                                                                 5/5 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

  Bernd_frey wrote a review 
Austria 

 
Resort Kanyaya’s Eyrie – what a wonderful place to stay 

Maybe the most beautiful place in the middle of nowhere ;) 

It´s a long way - from Chiang Mai around 4 hours on narrow winding roads up and down the mountains - and it´s MOUNTAINS. 

But when you reach - you´re in heaven. 

Wonderful warmly welcome and a unique beautiful place for people who like it comfortable combined with the option to go wild ;) ...... 
jungle, beautiful caves (LOD CAVE), clear rivers and nice environment awaits you and a lot of other things to explore. 

Well we stayed just for a short while - but if I have the chance to come to this area again - I´d like to stay at this wonderful place. 

 BELGIUM 

De Saeger Reviewed: 23 January 2024                                                                                                                                                                                     
9

 

 Belgium Superb  

                          The unique style & environment. The architecture. Super good food. 

                          Nothing. 

                          Translation 

                          De unieke stijl en omgeving. De architectuur.super lekker eten. 

                          Niets. 

Gert Reviewed: 1 August 2022                                                                                                                                                                                       
10

  

 Belgium Exceptional   

Page | 7

Exceptional 
68 reviews 9.8

Excellent 

24 reviews5.04.8 

Excellent  |  44 reviews
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 CANADA 

Simon Servant 

2 years ago on  Google (Canada)                                                                                                                                               5/5 

This place is simply amazing! Located right into the jungle. Very peaceful place to relax. Surrounded by trees, mountains and a river. The 

perfect location for such a beautiful resort. Very well maintained and clean. The rooms are big and of high quality construction. Beautiful 

bathroom and comfortable bed. The host and staff are super nice and helpful. Even their meals are great. What else can you ask for?? I 

highly recommend this place! 

Jens Oschmann 

5 years ago on  Google (Denmark)                                                                                                                                             5/5 

 CHINA 

STOP PRESS NEW GOOGLE REVIEW SEPTEMBER 2024 

Yiheng Luo (Aden) 

A day ago on  Google (China)                                                                                                                                                   5/5 

Holiday ❘ Couple 

(Translated by Google) Thank you Philip and Gail for creating a dream home that gave me an unforgettable experience, and thank you Pen for 

providing attentive service and a sincere smile that exceeded expectations. 

This is a peaceful and beautiful place. The scenery is pleasant, the air is fresh, and it has its own healing power. The hosts Philip and Gail can give 

us a variety of experience activities, allowing us to deeply understand and feel the local customs. 

Because it was the rainy season this time and there was flooding, we were unable to participate in the cave exploration activities. We hope to 

have the opportunity to experience it again next time. 

Here are my heartfelt suggestions for friends who want to experience it: 

1. This is just a B&B, not an international hotel. So, don’t have high, unrealistic expectations. The atmosphere here is really great and the service 

is attentive and moderate. You feel they go out of their way to serve their guests. This has been very touching. 

2. This is a remote mountainous area in Southeast Asia, where mosquitoes and small animals are inevitable. If you find some insects or reptiles in 

the room, please tell the staff and they will deal with it promptly. If you are very concerned, please do not choose here. 

3. If there are any special anniversaries, please inform the host in advance and they will be happy to prepare surprise activities for the guests. It's 

very exciting to operate it exactly according to the guest's wishes. 

I hope to return here soon. See you next time. 

(Original) 谢谢菲利普和盖尔打造的梦幻之家给了我难忘的体验，谢谢pen提供超乎预期的周到服务和真诚的微笑。 

这是一个宁静而美丽的地方。景色怡人，空气清新，可以自带疗愈力。主人菲利普和盖尔可以给到我们多种多样的体验活动，让我们可以深度
了解和感受当地的风土人情。 

因为这次是雨季，洪水泛滥，我们无法参与洞穴探险活动，希望下次有机会再来感受。 

以下是给想来体验朋友的衷心建议： 

1、这只是民宿，而不是国际酒店。所以，不要有过高的、不切实际的期望。这里的氛围真的很棒，服务也很周到适度。你们感受到他们竭尽全
力在为客人服务。这已经非常感人了。 

2、这里是东南亚的偏远山区，蚊虫、小动物在所难免。如果发现房间里有一些昆虫或爬行动物，请告诉工作人员，他们会及时处理。如果非常
介意，请不要选择这里。 

3、如果有任何特别的纪念日，请提前告知主人，他们很乐意为客人准备惊喜的活动。完全按照客人的意愿来操作，非常精彩。 

我希望能尽快在返回这里。下次再聚。 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Hotel highlights Great view · Romantic · Quiet 

 DENMARK 

Peter Reviewed: 13 January 2024                                                                                                                                                                                     
9

 

 Denmark Superb 

Hans Reviewed: 25 March 2023                                                                                                                                                                                      
10

 

 Denmark Lovely place – Highly recommended  

                          What a lovely place. Great location with a magnificent view from the balcony. The owners are very friendly & helpful. We had a 

great dinner in the village together with another two guests & the owners. The breakfast was excellent. We will be back next 

year & will definitely stay longer. Highly recommended. 

                          Nothing 

 FRANCE 

Julien Reviewed: 5 March 2024                                                                                                                                                                                        
10

  

 France Exceptional 

                          Everything was perfect. Gale & Philip were amazing hosts. The food & activities were a delight for the taste buds & eyes. We 

go back with stars in our eyes. The rates may seem very excessive for Thailand & experience what we experienced with such 

a management, explanations... Some things don't have a price. Thank you so much Gale & Philip 

                          Translation 

                          Tout a été parfait. Gail et Philip ont été des hôtes extraordinaires. Les repas et les activités ont été un enchantement pour les 

papilles et les yeux. Nous repartons avec des étoiles dans les yeux. Les tarifs peuvent paraître très excessifs pour la 

Thaïlande mais vivre ce que l’on a vécu avec un tel encadrement, les explications… Certaines choses n’ont pas de prix. 

Merci beaucoup Gail et Philip 



 France continued 

Catherine Reviewed: 4 February 2024                                                                                                                                                                                      
9

  

 France Superb   

                          The welcome, friendliness, kindness & smile. An exceptional stay to meet locals. The rooms are spacious, a very good bed & 

an excellent surrounding. Very good quality of meals. Thank you for the stay. We have an exceptional memory. 

                          Translation 

                          L'accueil, la convivialité, la gentillesse et le sourire. Un séjour d'exception à la rencontre des locaux. Les chambres sont 

spacieuses, un très bon lit et un excellent cadre environnant. Une très bonne qualité des repas. Merci pour le séjour. Nous 

gardons un souvenir d'exception. 

Marylin Reviewed: 18 December 2023                                                                                                                                                                                
10

 

 France A wonderful stay 

                          The atmosphere, the meals, the setting, the organisation for excursions, the smile of the staff. A big thank you to the whole 

team.  

                          Nothing.  

                          Translation 

Un magnifique sejour, Philip, Geal, Me, et tous les autres ont été formidables, et à notre ecoute.  

                          L’ambiance, les repas, le cadre, l’organisation pour les excursions, le sourire du personnel. Un grand merci à toute l’equipe 

                          Rien 

Marylin Reviewed: 14 December 2023                                                                                                                                                                                
10

  

 France A very pleasant stay. Philip & Gale were really at the top. The meals were delicious  

                          Thank you to Philip for all the tips & his friendliness.  

                          Nothing.  

                          Translation 

Un séjour très agréable, Philip et Gaëlle ont été vraiment au top. Les repas étaient délicieux et notre accompagnatrice.  

                          Merci à Philip pour tous les conseils de visite et sa convivialité. 

                          Rien 

Alexandre Reviewed: 27 August 2023                                                                                                                                                                                     
10

 

 France Exceptional 

Thibaut Reviewed: 12 January 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    
10

 

 France Exceptional 

Agathe Reviewed: November 2022                                                                                                                                                                                     
10

 

 France Wonderful Honeymoon! 

                          Thank you so much Gale, Philip and Pen for the wonderful honeymoon we had at your place. 

                          We spent 4 days in this amazing site - our villa was absolutely fantastic with the nicest bathroom I ever seen, the breakfast/ dinner 

were delicious and so romantic! 

                          All the activities Gale and Philip helped us organize were great : hiking in the mountain, spending an exceptional night sleeping in 

the mountain with everything cooked on a BBQ and a fire, most romantic breakfast ever had with the sunrise on the mountains, 

discovering the area with a scooter. 

                          We come back to France with unforgettable memories. Mille mercis! 

Olivier Vittet 

2 years ago on  Google (France)                                                                                                                                                5/5 

(Translated by Google) Magnificent place away from the crowds of tourists. 

The complex is superb, the bungalows are spacious, comfortable and tastefully decorated. Superb bedding. 

Excellent, varied and plentiful meals. 

Really warm welcome. Kindness and service from everyone on site pushed to the maximum. 

The secret waterfalls excursion, with a night there, was an unforgettable moment. More than basic comfort but a unique experience and sharing. 

I recommend this place without any problem. It's a little expensive compared to local standard prices but it's worth every penny paid. 

Small oasis of luxury and calm in a long trip all around Thailand. 

(Original) Magnifique endroit à l’écart des flots de touristes. 

Le complexe est superbe, les bungalow sont spacieux, confortables et décorés avec goût. Superbe literie. 

Repas excellents, variés et copieux. 

Accueil vraiment chaleureux. Gentillesse et services de tout le monde sur place poussée au maximum. 

L’excursion secret waterfalls, avec une nuit sur place, fut un moment inoubliable. Confort plus 

Rejean Jr Bergeron 

2 years ago on  Google (France)                                                                                                                                                5/5 

(Translated by Google) * A vacation in the middle of the jungle, on an incredible “resort”. The food is delicious, the service is impeccable. 

A peaceful and very well maintained place. It's peaceful and even magical. 

Thank you for your hospitality Kaew. 

Great holiday in the middle of the jungle, on a beautiful resort. The food is delicious, the service is impeccable. A beautiful and very well 

maintained place. This place is peaceful and even magical. Thank you for your hospitality Kaew. 

(Original) * Des vacances au milieu de la jungle, sur un "resort" incroyable. La nourriture est délicieuse, le service est impeccable. 

Un lieu paisible et très bien entretenu. C'est tranquille et même magique. 

Merci pour votre hospitalité Kaew. 
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 France continued 

Patrick Bonnafous 

11 months ago on  Google (France)                                                                                                                                           5/5 

Holiday | Family 

(Translated by Google) Adorable welcome, calm only disturbed by the muezzin of the neighboring mosque, great cuisine with vegetables from the 

vegetable garden, superb view, only one downside as renovation course 

(Original) Accueil adorable, calme seulement troublé par le muezzin de la mosquée voisine, super cuisine avec des légumes du potager, superbe 

vue, un seul bémol comme cours de rénovation 

Rooms   4.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Florent stempniewicz 

6 years ago on  Google (France)                                                                                                                                                5/5 

(Translated by Google) A haven of peace in the jungle! Magic 

(Original) Un havre de paix dans la jungle ! Magique 

Dispong Pornchanoknart 

4 years ago on  Google (France)                                                                                                                                                5/5 

Christian HOLZL 

4 years ago on  Google (France)                                                                                                                                                4/5 

(Translated by Google) Superb site for 1 night 

(Original) Site superbe pour 1 nuit 

 GERMANY 

Paul Reviewed: 24 March 2024                                                                                                                                                                                      
10

 

 Germany Rich cultural experience 

                          The property is amazing especially the sunrise is stunning. The hosts are extremely knowledgable about the local culture, 

food, nature, politics etc etc which makes it a very valuable experience of true travelling. 

Torsten Reviewed:13 December 2023                                                                                                                                                                                 
10  

 Germany Luxury homestay with super friendly care by the host couple 

                          In the middle of the most beautiful nature, the Thai/British host couple created a luxurious retreat with traditional style rooms. 

Highest quality & design elegance provided. An opulent breakfast is served on the in-house viewing terrace, on request also 

a dinner with a local orientation. 

                          There is nothing negative to report here. Nothing at all!  

                          Translation 

Luxuriöses “Homestay” mit super-freundlicher Betreuung durch das Gastgeber-Paar 

                          In dieser Unterkunft wird der "Homestay"-Gedanke auf ein ansonsten eher ungewöhnliches 4-Sterne-Niveau gehoben. Mitten 

in schönster Natur hat das thai/britische Gastgeberpaar ein luxuriöses Retreat mit Zimmern im traditionellen Stil geschaffen. 

Höchste Qualität und gestalterische Eleganz gaben dabei die Richtung vor. Es wird ein opulentes Frühstück auf der 

hauseigenen Aussichtsterasse serviert, auf Wunsch auch ein Dinner mit lokaler Ausrichtung. 

                          Es gibt hierbei nichts negatives zu berichten. Aber auch garnichts ! 

Tobias Reviewed: 29 December 2022                                                                                                                                                                               
10

 

 Germany The cave is sensational. we were in two mountain villages with guides. super  

nice. Gail & Philip organise everything. 

                          Beautiful facility, great food… 

                          Nothing. 

                          Translation 

Die Höhle ist sensationell. Wir waren in zwei Bergdörfern mit Guides. Supernett.  

Philip und Gael organisieren alles. 

                          Wunderschöne Anlage, tolles Essen. 

                          Nichts. 

Werner Reviewed: Wednesday 21 December 2022                                                                                                                                                            
10

 

 Germany Exceptional  

                          Very nice & clean room. Staff are absolutely friendly & helpful. The whole facility is a dream. The area is brilliant for nature 

lovers. 

                          Translation 

Exceptional 

                          Sehr schönes und sauberes Zimmer. Personal absolut freundlich und hilfsbereit. Die gesamte Anlage ein Traum. Die Gegend 

genial für Naturfreunde. 
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 Germany continued 

Peter Gorman 

6 months ago on  Google (Germany)                                                                                                                                          5/5 

Holiday ❘ Couple 

Beautiful place with interesting owners and guests in a unique setting. 

Lovely rooms made of natural wood with charming decor and fixtures. Our room had a balcony with a view over a small valley and farmland 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Heiner Hunfeld 

4 years ago on  Google (Germany)                                                                                                                                             5/5 

(Translated by Google) Beautiful with fantastic garden and great vegetable and herb garden. Perfect! 

(Original) Wunderschön mit fantastischen Garten und tollen Gemüse- und Kräutergarten. Perfekt! 

Monika M wrote a review Nov 2023 
Germany 

 
Awesome stay at Kanylaya’s Eyrie 

During our tour through Thailand in Oktober / November 2023, we stayed two days at Kanlaya’s Eyrie Homestay. When we arrived, we 
decided to take the Honeymoon suite due to the fantastic view towards the Myanmar border and the aesthetical interior with a strong 
personal touch. We had dinner at the outside terrace both days and we would rate these, without hesitation, as the very best we ever had 
during our several trips in Thailand. Philip and Gale were wonderful and lovely hosts and they prepared fantastic local specialties for us. The 
evening atmosphere in their wonderful courtyard was absolutely amazing. 

For the tour with our rental car along the Myanmar border, we received a lot of extremely useful hints and recommendations from Philip. 
Additionally, we were extremely lucky with the weather conditions throughout the day so that we were able to take excellent photos of the 
unique landscape where we did not meet any other tourists. 

We enjoyed our likewise excellent breakfast on another terrace with a beautiful morning view towards the winding river and the surrounding 
hills. In a scale of 1 to 10 points we would rate our stay at Kanlaya’s clearly with 12 points. We can only strongly recommend Kanlaya’s to all 
visitors who are looking for an exceptional experience with a friendly and familiar touch. Thanks again, Philip and Gale for treating us so 
kindly and making our stay with you unforgettable. 

Ghacha26 wrote a review Sep 2023 
Germany 

 
Great lodge above the rice fields in the mountains 

The pearl of our trip on the Mae Hong Song Loop! This magical place with a breathtaking view enchanted us. Our host Pen and her team 
spared no effort to make our stay perfect. If I return, the Honeymoon Suite is a must – simply heavenly. The evening vegetarian dinners were 
a delight. Our hike and kayak adventure including a cave visit were equally impressive. An absolute must for every traveller! 

With an infinity pool, this place would be paradise on earth! There is still room for creativity at breakfast – a little more variety and freshly 
prepared options would be great. Tip: Take enough cash with you, as card payments are unfortunately not possible on site. 

Leon S wrote a review in Feb 2016 
Germany 

 
Perfection is not impossible any more   

You can't describe staying at the Kanalaya's Eyrie Resort. You have to feel it. 

It's like the heaven on earth but with a better view from the Jacuzzi. 

A must for all travellers in the north of Thailand. 

All in all 12 from 10 available points. 

 HONG KONG 

Trudi Reviewed: 25 March 2023                                                                                                                                                                                      
10

 

 Hong Kong Unforgettable! We feel very lucky to have found this gem of a place  

& such wonderful hosts 

                          Wonderful hosts who treated us like friends, Philip was a fountain of knowledge & Gale took us to festivals & places we would 

never have found on our own. We are truly grateful for all their kindness. The breakfast with that incredible view every morning 

was to die for. Homemade sausages & freshly squeezed orange juice. 

Edmund Fong 

2 years ago on  Google (Hong Kong)                                                                                                                                          5/5 

Couple 

Excellent stay, friendly staff and even the pet dog was super attentive. 

Slept outside the room and growled if any wild animals approached the doorway. 

Highly recommend it especially if you are a person that likes to chill out, close to nature. 

Rooms   4.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 
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 ISRAEL 

Arie Reviewed: 30 May 2023                                                                                                                                                                                           
8

 

 Israel Air conditioning must be installed 

                          The location, the view & the staff 

                          No air conditioning, no TV, it was very hot 

                           Kanlaya reply:  DONE Arie! 

                          Translation 

הזה םוחב ןושיל לבסנ יתלב ,ןגזמ ןיקתהל הבוח  

תווצהו ףונה םוקימה  

דואמ םח היה ,היזיוולט ןיא ,ןגזמ ןיא  

Arie Reviewed: 14 January 2023                                                                                                                                                                                    
10

 

 Israel Amazing, beautiful & clean room, stunning view, pampering staff,  

just perfect 

STOP PRESS NEW GOOGLE REVIEWS SEPTEMBER 2024 

Ariel Weinstein 

A day ago on  Google (Israel)                                                                                                                                                    5/5 

Holiday ❘ Family 

The best accommodation northwest of Chiang Mai imo. 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Hotel highlights Luxury · Great view · Romantic · Quiet · Kid-friendly 

Ariel Eldar 

A day ago on  Google (Israel)                                                                                                                                                    5/5 

Definitely my favorite moments in Thailand.  

This is truly no ordinary destination. 

We loved everything about it, the landscape, the interior design, the beautiful garden, the amazing food and the above and beyond hospitality 

and kindness from Pen. 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Hotel highlights Luxury · Great view · Romantic · Quiet · Great value 

Rooms Amazingly decorated rooms with unique artifacts The most comfortable bed I've slept in in a long time 

Nearby activities Many great outdoors and sights around 

Safety Never locked my door ... 

Food & drinks Had a unique menu everyday with amazing cooked food from the area All tailored to our diets and allergies 

 ITALY 

Gianluca Reviewed: 20 February 2023                                                                                                                                                                                  
10

 

 Italy A Hidden Gem  

                          Fantastic view with a spectacular jacuzzi on the forest’s mist. The room in general is extraordinary, well designed & 

demonstrates the love of Philip & his family for the place. Super! 

 LUXEMBOURG 

Charlotte Reviewed: 16 January 2022                                                                                                                                                                                    
10

 

 Luxembourg Will be back  

                          Beautifully designed, luxury homestay nestled on the edges of a nice village. 

 MALTA 

Thomas Reviewed: 18 December 2023                                                                                                                                                                                
10

 

 Malta A wonderful stay  

                          Definitely exceptional. We felt very well cared for by the hosts. The staff are very friendly & helpful. The owner has many good 

insider tips about what is interesting to explore in the area. He also put us on a tour with a guide. 

                          The journey to the high North of Thailand has been a long & challenging one. 

Eine außergewöhnliche Location 

                          Definitiv außergewöhnlich. Wir fühlten uns sehr wohl von den Gastgebern umsorgt. Das Personal ist sehr freudlich und 

hilfsbereit. Der Eigentümer hat viele gute Geheimtipps, was es in der Umgebung interessantes zu erkunden gibt. Er stellte 

uns auch eine Tour mit Guide zusammen. 

                          Die Anreise in den hohen Norden von Thailand war schon sehr lange und herausfordernd 
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 MYANMAR 

Geert J wrote a review Dec 2023 
Myanmar 

 
Hidden gem in the north of Thailand 

There are not a lot of places to stay between Pai en Mae hong song but this a MUST for the traveller who wants to see the north of Thailand. 

Gale (Kanlaya) and Philip welcomed us at the airport at Mae Hong Song, later we had a nice lunch in a tranquil spot in town. From there we 
left for a visit by boat of the famous Longneck (Karen Village) at the Burmese border. 

Afterwards Philip managed well to arrive in time to visit a wonderful cave (thousands of swallows who entered the cave filled with bats) in 
the neighbourhood where we stayed. 

We had delicious meals (lunch, dinner, breakfast) made by Gale’s sister with the option of Western versus Thai. 

Beautiful setting: nice garden, amazing views, magnificent room. 

It's a great accommodation with very personal care and attention for every detail. 

We stayed three days (and regretted we had to leave) and you can choose your own program of activities with Philips advice. He 's a 
wonderful guide with lots of experience. 

We were doubting to do the sunrise because of mediocre weather conditions but we did and the spot is magnificent, a hut on a hill were 
we had delicious breakfast. 

In the evening we were lucky to be invited on a full moon Buddhist party which was a unique experience and big fun (music, barbecue,...). 

We did also a nice walk from Gails Karen village (where she was born) through the river and visited a very peasant village with Philip 
(beautiful scenery, rice paddies,....). 

After all: 

- hospitality top / - location top / - accommodation top / - activities top / - food top 

So if you decide to go to the north: STAY AT KANLAYA's 

 NETHERLANDS  

Bianca Reviewed: 31 May 2024                                                                                                                                                                                          
10

 

 Netherlands EXCEPTIONAL 

                          The views! 

                          Nothing. Nothing. 

                          Translation 

Exceptional 

                          Het uitzicht! 

                          Niks 

Mathilde Reviewed: 26 December 2023                                                                                                                                                                                 
9

 

 Netherlands LUXURY STAY CLOSE TO THE NAM LOD CAVE 

Jonas Reviewed: 25 December 2023                                                                                                                                                                                
10

  

 Netherlands Luxury stay close to the Nam Lod Cave  

                          Beautiful idyllic oasis in the green heart of Northern Thailand. You can see & feel the love & the great effort that went into 

making this place possible. The owners & staff are very friendly & try to make every wish possible. 

Joris Reviewed: 11 December 2023                                                                                                                                                                                 
8

 

 Netherlands Great location, super rooms but hectic 

                          Beautifully groomed room & super location. Clean room. Good dinner & breakfast at a good price. 

                          Food by the fire is more expensive. Excursion fine, but by our standards super expensive in retrospect.  

                          Translation 

Mooie locatie, super kamers wel veel hectiek 

                          Mooie verzorgde kamer en super locatie. Schone kamer. Goed diner en ontbijt voor een goede prijs. 

                          Eten bij het vuur is duurder. Hectiek ook al goed bedoeld was niet prettig. Excursie prima, maar voor onze begrippen super 

duur achteraf bezien. Dus ga je op excursie reken eerst uit wat het kost en maak dan je afweging. Onduidelijke 

communicatie. Discussies van eigenaren krijg je mee op het balkon. Dus rust krijg je niet. 

Ferd Reviewed: 7 March 2023                                                                                                                                                                                        
10

 

 Netherlands Great place to relax with stunning views 

                          Philip & Gale are great hosts. It truly is a home stay, feels like staying with friends. The suites are wonderful, the view is 

amazing, and there are many things you can do in the area. Great English breakfast, best bacon I hand in Thailand. Good 

wine & beer in the fridge, dinner at the homestay if you want, really was perfect. 

Anonymous Reviewed: 20 February 2023                                                                                                                                                                                  
10

 

 Netherlands Incredibly fine   

                          Fantastic & special place. Words are not enough. The view, the food, the excursions, the pleasant company. A wonderful 

luxury stay in an unspeakable special environment.  

                          Translation 

Onvoorstelbaar fijn 

                          Fantastische en bijzondere plek. Woorden schieten tekort. Het uitzicht, het eten, de excursies, het aangename gezelschap. 

Een heerlijk luxe verblijf in een. 
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 Netherlands continued 

Liesbet Reviewed: 9 January 2023                                                                                                                                                                                      
10

  

 Netherlands Exceptional 

                          Fantastic location. Room are beautifully decorated with attention to detail. Staff are very attentive. 

                          Nothing. Nothing. 

Exceptional 

                          Fantastische locatie. Kamers zijn geweldig ingericht met oog voor detail. Personeel is zeer attent. 

                          Niets. 

Atitaya Reviewed: 26 November 2022                                                                                                                                                                                
10

 

 Netherlands Exceptional 

Gabrielle Houtman 

6 months ago on  Google (Netherlands)                                                                                                                                     5/5 

Holiday ❘ Couple 

(Translated by Google) Too bad I can only give 5 stars because Kanlaya's is worth 10 stars! This stay is by far the most beautiful stay I have ever 

stayed in 🥰 The location and the gardens are like paradise, the service is exceptional, the beds are wonderful, the food is great, the dog and cat 

are adorable and Philip and Gayle make you feel at home from the very first moment. Philip is also super fun to talk to and taught us a lot about 

the area, nature, the people and gave us great tips for our trip through the area. Unfortunately we only stayed 1 night 🙁 we can recommend it to 

everyone! 

(Original) Jammer dat ik maar 5 sterren mag geven want Kanlaya’s is 10 sterren waard! Dit verblijf is met stip het mooiste verblijf waar ik ooit heb 

verbleven 🥰 De locatie en de tuinen zijn als het paradijs, de service is uitzonderlijk, de bedden zijn heerlijk, het eten is geweldig, de hond en de 

poes zijn schattig en Philip en Gayle maken je vanaf het allereerste moment thuis voelen. Philip is ook super leuk om mee te praten en heeft ons 

veel geleerd over de omgeving, de natuur, het volk en ons mooie tips gegeven voor onze reis door het gebied. Helaas verbleven we maar 1 nacht 

🙁we kunnen het iedereen aanbevelen! 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Flytennis wrote a review Nov 2017 
Netherlands 

 
A Piece of heaven 

Never through my extensive travels worldwide have I seen such a property where beautiful nature meets sheer luxury! The location of this 
resort is directly facing a picturesque valley and is close to a fantastic set of caves and plenty of activity options. This area will eventually 
become more touristy but luckily for now it's relatively remote – located in northern Thailand, not far from the Burmese border. The small resort 
of 2 guest rooms are both set amongst breathtaking scenery. We stayed in the larger one with large windows and a spacious balcony 
equipped with private jacuzzi overlooking the valley which has a the river running through it. 

The rooms are spacious, exquisitely styled and kept very clean. The owners Philip and Gale were wonderful and their extended family does 
most of the work at this resort including preparing very good food! We had breakfasts and dinner everyday during our 3 night stay – all worth 
the charged fare (there are cheaper options in the village which Philip is happy to guide you to). Overall the service was fast , flexible and 
fantastic. We also had some great conversations with Philip and Gale over a wine at the bonfire (they're equally happy to give you your 
privacy). 

If there's a heaven, Kanlaya's gave us a small piece to keep it for our very own self! Thank you!  

 NEW ZEALAND 

Jimmy Keelyu 

2 years ago on  Google (New Zealand)                                                                                                                                        5/5 

Beautiful idyllic oasis in the green heart of northern Thailand. You can see and feel the love and the great effort that went into making this place 

possible. The owners and the staff are very friendly and try to make every wish possible. We'd love to come back! 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

 PHILIPPINES 

Cynthia Reviewed: 5 January 2024                                                                                                                                                                                       
9 

 Philippines Kanlaya home stay: a home away from home  

                          We had an absolutely marvellous experience at Kanlaya Home Stay! The rooms were beautifully decorated & provided a cosy 

and comfortable environment throughout our stay. The attention to detail in the design & furnishings including the garden 

were beautiful & one of a kind. But what truly stood out to me were the incredible dinners organised by the staff on both the 

30th & 31st of December. The food was absolutely delicious, & I was amazed at how well-organised & thoughtfully prepared 

everything was. It was truly a feast for the senses & I enjoyed every bite. I also thought it was great that Gale organised a New 

Year party for all the guests. I also appreciated the wide range of activities that were offered at Kanlaya Home Stay. From 

hiking to Karen lunches, there was always something exciting to do. It was a great opportunity to explore the beautiful 

surroundings & immerse myself in the local culture. Philip was a great help with organising a fully exciting stay. Whilst there 

were a few instances where communication was a bit lost in translation & things got a bit chaotic, overall, it did not detract 

from my overall enjoyment of the stay. In fact, it added to the charm & made it feel more like a family experience rather than a 

traditional hotel stay. If you're looking for a place where you can truly feel like you're part of the family and not just a guest, I 

highly recommend Kanlaya Home Stay. The beautiful rooms, incredible dinners, & diverse activities make it a perfect choice 

for a unique and memorable stay. 

                          Sometimes the lack of organisation or communication between staff. 
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 POLAND 

Magdalena Reviewed:  22 December 2022                                                                                                                                                                                
9

 

 Poland Superb  

 

 PORTUGAL 

Helen Reviewed: 18 January 2024                                                                                                                                                                                   
10

 

 Portugal Fabulous! 

                          Such a beautiful place in a fabulous rural location. Philip & Gale are great hosts and give great information & advice about the 

local area. The food was all excellent, we particularly enjoyed the candlelit dinners. 

 RUSSIA 

Barbara Reviewed: 26 April 2024                                                                                                                                                                                         
10

 

 Russia Exceptional 

                          This is an absolutely superb hotel experience. Perfect hotel service, lots of details in the room. Excellent food & staff. 

Cleanliness, absolute comfort & tranquility. The only difficult thing is to leave this hotel. Highly recommend for a visit. 

                          Translation 

Exceptional 

                          Это совершенно превосходный опыт проживания в отеле. Идеальный гостиничный сервис, множество деталей 

в номере. Превосходная еда и персонал. Чистота, абсолютный комфорт и спокойствие. Сложно только одно - 

уехать из этого отеля. Очень рекомендую для посещения. 

Nikolay Reviewed:13 March 2023                                                                                                                                                                                       
10

 

 Russia Exceptional 

                          Thank you very much for a great time. Throughout our stay we were surrounded by the care of our hosts. Great room, hotel 

area & food. 

 SINGAPORE 

Thomas Reviewed: 23 October 2023                                                                                                                                                                                   
10

  

 Singapore Very good 

Sarah Reviewed: 3 March 2023                                                                                                                                                                                        
10

 

 Singapore Incredible 

                          Philip, Gale & company were wonderful hosts! They always made us feel at home. We had dinner twice at the resort & the 

food was fantastic both times. We upgraded to the top room with a jacuzzi overlooking the river & Burmese border – wow 

what a stay! Luxury done in such a tasteful manner. Highly recommended!  

Joanne Ho 

a year ago on  Google (Singapore)                                                                                                                                           5/5 

Phil & Gayle are excellent hosts. Phil is very knowledgeable about the out and beaten tracks around their properties. He can arrange a private 

tour to his summer hut to watch sunrise. He also recommended that we took head for Nam Lod at 4.30 to catch the swifts and bats returning 

back to the caves for the night. Perfect timing. We caught everything. 

You can also choose to have your dinner and breakfast at the luxury home stay. We love the food! So very well done. A mix of western and Thai 

fare. 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

dawa pratten 

2 months ago on  Google (Singapore)                                                                                                                                                                                     5/5 

For anyone seeking the perfect escape in Mae Hong Son, I cannot recommend this resort highly enough. It is a hidden gem that provides a 

unbelievable experience in every way possible. 

The location is spectacularly beautiful, set in the picturesque mountains, and the accommodation makes the most of the setting. There are so 

many fantastic activities to enjoy and places to explore, we could have spent far more time here. Would really recommend the kayaking, caving 

and renting a motorbike to explore the hills. 

The food at the Eyre was fantastic and there were also several great restaurants nearby that the staff helped us find, alongside arranging a 

memorable Christmas dinner at Kanlaya's with all the guests. 

The best part of the stay however was the service, Philip and Gale could not have been more attentive. They helped me plan an unforgettable 

engagement, and we had great fun concocting ideas for how to do it. We used their mountain hut and they provided a wonderful breakfast as we 

watched sunrise over the Burmese border. They even hid a bottle of fizz in a tree for us! 

I really cannot recommend Kanlaya enough, we had the perfect stay with them and they took real pleasure in hosting us. We hope to visit again 

soon! 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0
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 Singapore continued 

MJTan wrote a review Dec 2019 
Singapore 

 
Secluded and exclusive  

We were offered an upgrade with an attractive discount. No regrets. The room was large with space enough to fit in a family of 4. The rooms 
were all cleverly concealed by trees, bushes, and trees. The jacuzzi was privately located, away from prying eyes. The view from the balcony 
hall was without obstruction and one can see the valley below. The place is quiet and away from public road and noise. Sadly, we had to 
move on with our schedule and stayed only 1 night. The only downside was to find the location and this time Google maps and all other 
maps failed us. We had to ask the villagers for directions and one of them gave explicit explanation on how to get to the Resort. Yes, I'd 
certainly recommend this venue and perhaps consider at least 2 nights to enjoy the ambience of the place. 

 SOUTH KOREA 

Sungjin Reviewed: 27 February 2024                                                                                                                                                                                  
10

 

 South Koran Exceptional 

                          I was satisfied with the breakfast. The addition of dinner was also fantastic. It was a fantastic experience. 

                          Translation 

Exceptional 

                          아침식사도 매우만족 저녁식사 추가도너무 환상적이였어요 환상적인 경험이였습니다 

표성진 

5 months ago on  Google (South Korea)                                                                                                                                     5/5 

Holiday ❘ Family 

(Translated by Google) It was a fantastic accommodation. 

Best view, private Korean meal and private accommodation 

A very special experience. 

(Original) 아주환상적인 숙소였습니다. 

최고의 뷰 프라빗한식사 와 독채숙소 

매우 특별한경험. 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

붉은전설 

5 months ago on  Google (South Korea)                                                                                                                                     5/5 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

 SPAIN 

Jossep, es Reviewed: 21 August 2024                                                                                                                                                                                     
10

 

 Spain Excellent for relaxing, beautiful landscape 

                          Staff, specifically Pen, who's always attentive to the customer. The place is very peaceful. Now (August) it's the rainy season, 

and the landscape was beautiful, amazingly green. The breakfast was very good. Nice dinner made with local recipes (in fact, 

there are not many options to go out for dinner since it is located in a very small village). From there you can do wonderful 

treks, kayak, caves... 

                          Nothing 

Darío Lapuente 

5 years ago on  Google (Spain)                                                                                                                                                 5/5 

 SWITZERLAND 

Alain Reviewed: 9 March 2024                                                                                                                                                                                          
9

 

 Switzerland An exceptional place to rest 

                          The exceptional beauty of this guesthouse, the always warm welcome of Philip & Gale who take care of you. Meals next to the 

pools with plants. The majestic trees, flowers, gazebo above the river & beautiful scenery.  
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 Switzerland continued 

Helene Reviewed: 16 January 2024                                                                                                                                                                                    
10

  

 Switzerland Fantastic 

                          A paradise on Earth! A beautiful, idyllic, green place with stunning views. Philip & Gale are wonderful hosts. The breakfast & 

dinner is excellent. Everything is done with a lot of love. The spacious rooms are wonderfully decorated. We did two trips. A 

river trekking to the nearby Karen village. We were spoiled with a delicious hunter meal by the river. On the second day we 

went for an SUV tour of the jungle. Everything was perfectly organized. These trips could not have been made on your own. 

We were really happy to have such an insight into the life of the mountain people. This was definitely the best on our trip to the 

North of Thailand. Since you cannot pay by credit card on site, definitely take enough cash with you. 

                          Translation 

Fantastisch! 

                          Ein Paradies auf Erden! Ein wunderschöner, idyllischer, grüner Ort mit atemberaubender Aussicht. Philip + Gayle sind 

wundervolle Gastgeber. Das Frühstück und das Abendessen ist ausgezeichnet. Alles wird mit viel Liebe angerichtet. Die 

grosszügigen Zimmer sind wundervoll dekoriert. Wir haben zwei Ausflüge gemacht. Ein Fluss-Trekking zum nahegelegenen 

Karen-Dorf. Wir wurden mit einem leckeren Jäger-Essen am Fluss verwöhnt. Am zweiten Tag machten wir eine 

Geländewagen-Tour durch den Dschungel. Alles wurde perfekt organisiert. Diese Ausflüge hätte man auf eigene Faust nicht 

machen können. Wir waren super glücklich, dass wir so einen Einblick in das Leben der Bergbevölkerung erhalten haben. 

Das war definitiv das Beste auf unserer Reise durch den Norden Thailands. Da man vor Ort nicht mit Kreditkarte bezahlen 

kann, unbedingt genügend Bargeld mitnehmen. 

Raphael Reviewed: 3 September 2023                                                                                                                                                                                 
10

 

 Switzerland Fantastic property with a view of the rice fields  

                          The pearl of our trip on the Mae Hong Song Loop! This magical place with breathtaking views has enchanted us. Our host, 

Pen, & her team went out of their way to make our stay perfect. If I return, the Honey Moon Suite is a must – just heavenly. The 

evening, vegetarian dinners were a treat. Our hike & kayak adventure including cave visit were equally amazing. An absolute 

must for any traveller! 

                          With an infinity pool, this place would be a paradise on earth! There is room for creativity at breakfast – a little more variety 

and freshly prepared options would be great. Tip: Take enough cash with you, as card payment on site is unfortunately not 

possible. 

                          Translation 

Fantastische Unterkunft mit trauhafter Sicht auf die Reisfelder 

                          Die Perle unserer Reise auf dem Mae Hong Song-Loop! Dieser magische Ort mit atemberaubender Aussicht hat uns 

verzaubert. Unsere Gastgeberin Pen und ihr Team haben keine Mühen gescheut, um unseren Aufenthalt perfekt zu gestalten. 

Sollte ich zurückkehren, ist die Honey Moon Suite ein Muss – einfach himmlisch. Die abendlichen, vegetarischen Dinner 

waren ein Hochgenuss. Unsere Wanderung und das Kajak-Abenteuer inklusive Höhlenbesuch waren ebenso beeindruckend. 

Ein absolutes Muss für jeden Reisenden! 

                          Mit einem Infinity-Pool wäre dieser Ort das Paradies auf Erden! Beim Frühstück ist noch Raum für Kreativität – ein wenig mehr 

Vielfalt und frisch zubereitete Optionen wären toll. Tipp: Genügend Bargeld mitnehmen, da Kartenzahlung vor Ort leider nicht 

möglich ist. 

Robert Reviewed: 11 January 2023                                                                                                                                                                                   
10

  

 Switzerland Private resort in beautiful nature  

                          Kanlaya’s Resort is an outstanding place, especially for lovers of beautiful nature. It’s a beautiful place, in beautiful nature with 

fresh temperatures at night. The buildings & surroundings are designed with the fine details & in the original Thai architecture 

done by the owners Philip & Gail. If you want to relax & recover you will be in the right place. Enjoy the very tasty traditional 

local food dinner along the warm fireplace. Have a pleasant chat at the fireplace. Anyway, if you go to stay in Kanlaya’s Eyrie, 

you will spend a very pleasant & unforgettable time there. 

                          That we had to leave after our stay. 

Nyhuis Reviewed: 26 December 2021                                                                                                                                                                                
10

  

 Switzerland Unexpected luxury in the middle of nature  

                          It’s a fantastic place to relax. The rooms are exceptionally nice. The owner took a lot of time to chat with us, and we had a 

glass of wine together at the campfire. The dog Tang-Tong was my personal favourite. The staff were the best, friendliest I’ve 

ever experienced here in Thailand. Everything’s right here. 

                          We would have liked to have stayed another day, unfortunately it was already booked up. 

                          Translation 

Unerwarteter Luxus mitten in der Natur 

                          Ein fantastischer Ort um zu entspannen. Die Zimmer sind aussergewöhnlich schön. Die Besitzerin hat sich viel Zeit 

genommen um mit uns zu plaudern und wir haben noch zusammen am Lagerfeuer ein Glas Wein getrunken. Der Hund Tang-

Tong war mein persönlicher Liebling. Das Personal war das beste, freundlichste was ich bis jetzt in Thailand erlebt habe. Hier 

stimmt absolut alles. 

                          Wir wären gerne noch einen weiteren Tag geblieben - leider war es schon ausgebucht. 
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 Switzerland continued 

Rotravel wrote a review Jan 2023 
Switzerland 

 
Beautiful private resort in lovely nature 

Kanlaya's Resort is a outstanding place, especially for lovers of the beautiful Nature. 

It's a beautiful place, in beautiful Nature with fresh temperatures at Night. 

The Buildings and the Surroundings are designed with the fine Details and in the original Thai Architecture done by the Owners Philip & Gale. 

If you want to relax and recover, you will be on the right place. 

Enjoin the very tasty traditional local Food Dinner along the warm Fireplace. 

Have a pleasant chat with the Fireplace. 

Anyway, if you go to stay in Kanlaya's Eyrie, you will spend very pleasant and unforgettable time there. 

Marlemss wrote a review Feb 2017 
Switzerland 

 
Beautiful place, great food & service  

Kanlaya's was an incredible experience. We watched local dances from different Thai tribes, we dined delicious Thai food and there were 
also pescetarian and vegetarian choices which I truly appreciated. Kanlaya also helped us coordinating a great tour in the surrounding 
area of the Karen & Shan villages, we walked around rice fields, and truly basked in the nature and environment of Northern Thailand. We 
also visited the golden Buddha nearby and went to a meditation session in the monastery Wat Pa Tam Wua. The attention was impeccable 
and I would like to especially thank Kanlaya's team for making this possible. 

 TAIWAN 

WallySantana wrote a review Dec 2022 
Taiwan 

 
Magic in the mountains 

A bird's chirp, a distant rooster's crow are the first sounds you hear cutting through the morning fog. Heated bathroom floors, freshly baked 
croissants and local coffee start the day. Just outside of your villa surrounded in lush flora, sheer limestone mountains jet up from the lazy river 
below. Welcome to Kanlaya's Eyrie. 

This fantastic boutique villa is owned and operated by a lovely couple that have a refined, fastidious sense of duty and care for their guests. 

I won't give away all the secrets of this jewel but the nearby cathedral-like Tham Lod cave, local Karen villages, and hot springs make a 
memorable trip for anyone. 

Details: 

This was our second visit. On both occasions we drove the winding 1095 road from Chiang Mai, roughly 4 1/2 hours through gorgeous 
mountain scenery. Surround villages near the resort have a handful of local restaurants, 7-11, mini Big C convenience stores, petrol station. 

 THAILAND 

Sara Reviewed: 8 February 2024                                                                                                                                                                                    
10

  

 Thailand A true gem  

                          My second time staying here & this wonderful place just gets better. Nestled in the most beautiful mountainside, this place is 

a true gem. The rooms are beautiful and spacious, with great balconies. The views are stunning & the grounds are beautifully 

landscaped. Everything has been thought through to preserve the environment & the local culture. The breakfast food is 

exceptional, especially considering it is in such a remote location. Philip & Gale (the owners) are so nice & helpful, and will 

arrange the most amazing outings to encounter nature & local villagers in places with zero tourists. I really can’t wait to come 

back to this place. 

Chuanchom Reviewed: 30 December 2022                                                                                                                                                                                
10

 

 Thailand Exceptional  

Geoff Reviewed: 23 February 2022                                                                                                                                                                                  
10

 

 Thailand Exceptional  

Anonymous Reviewed: 29 December 2021                                                                                                                                                                               
10

 

 Thailand Great & incredible stay near lod cave 

                          The exquisite & super comfortable hotel was accidentally discovered on the way to the Lod Cave, with rooms designed to 

blend in with nature & surprises, and for the first time enjoying underfloor heating of the Thai house. The gentle & beautiful 

service sister is the local mountain people, and took us to the top of the hill at 5am to watch the sunrise was a great 

experience. 

                          Translation 

在Lod Cave 附近令人难以置信的美好住宿体验。 

                          去参观Lod Cave途中偶然发现了这家精致而且超舒适的酒店，房间设计融入大自然中，处处有惊喜，第一次享受到泰国的房子
有地暖系统。温柔漂亮的服务小姐姐是当地山民，早晨5点带我们上山顶看日出，非常棒的体验。👍👍 

Sahawat Reviewed: 28 December 2021                                                                                                                                                                                 
9

  

 Thailand Superb  

Natasa Reviewed: 24 December 2021                                                                                                                                                                                 
9 

 Thailand Superb 
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 Thailand continued 

Branco S 

8 months ago on  Google (Thailand)                                                                                                                                                                                        5/5 

Holiday | Couple 

My partner and I celebrated our one year anniversary at Kanyala’s. I really appreciated Philip, Kanyala and their team’s effort into making this a 

great day. We enjoyed every minute of the Honeymoon suite. I would recommend having dinner at Kanyala’s. The use of local ingredients added 

to the experience! We hope to return one day! 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Thanarat Theppharak 

5 years ago on  Google (Thailand)                                                                                                                                             5/5 

Very beautiful and amazing resort for relax and mental rehabilitation 

Thikamporn Thitivaraporn 

2 years ago on  Google (Thailand)                                                                                                                                             5/5 

(Translated by Google)  Accommodation with good atmosphere There are 5 rooms in total. Have privacy Nong Pen provides very good service. 

Suitable for relaxing. 

(Original) ท่ีพักบรรยากาศดี มีท้ังหมด5ห้อง มีความเป็นสว่นตัว น้องเพ็ญให้บริการดีมาก เหมาะกับการมาพักผอ่น 

Theeramantr Uo 

2 years ago on  Google (Thailand)                                                                                                                                             5/5 

(Translated by Google) The owner is lovely, hospitable and friendly..The surrounding atmosphere is beautiful, peaceful, clean, very charming. 

(Original) เจ้าของนา่รักอัธยาศัยดีเป็นกันเอง..บรรยากาศรอบข้างสวยงาม สงบ สะอาด เป็นเสนห่์ท่ีลงตัวมากๆครับ 

สดุด ีเสรชีวี ี

2 years ago on  Google (Thailand)                                                                                                                                             5/5 

(Translated by Google) No matter how many times I go, I'm still impressed. 

(Original) ไปก่ีครั้ง ก็ยังติดใจ 

บารม ีล้นฟ้า 

years ago on  Google (Thailand)                                                                                                                                                3/5 

(Translated by Google) Beautiful place, beautiful river view. 

(Original) สถานท่ีสวยงามวิวแมน่้ำสวยครับ 

Andreas Meier 

8 months ago on  Google (Thailand)                                                                                                                                           5/5 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

ดา รา่ 

a year ago on  Google (Thailand)                                                                                                                                               5/5  

Couple 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Hotel highlights Great view · Quiet 

JDLandCo wrote a review Dec 2023 
Thailand 

 
A wee slice of paradise 

A little slice of paradise under an hour's drive north of Pai. The location, gardens and views are a dream. The rooms are luxuriously 
appointed. We stayed in the cobblestone house this time. Four poster beds, exquisite Karen hill tribe fabrics. Spacious balcony with 
cushioned sun loungers. The marble floored bathrooms are heated should you need it. 

Philip and Gale are wonderful hosts, full of knowledge about the area. Breakfasts and dinners are tailored to your requests and always 
delicious. 

There is something magical about Kanlaya's. Go find out for yourself.... 

Paolo B wrote a review Feb 2018 
Thailand 

 
A luxury exclusive eagle nest in the jungle 

Philip built a an "Eyrie" in the middle of the jungle, close to a river on the mountains near Mae Hong Son, and there he lives with his nice wife 
and part of her family, all of them coming from a tribe living nearby and working at home. Yes, home, not resort, because there are only 2 
fantastic suites, furnished with a special taste, overlooking river and jungle, totally secluded...A corner of paradise, where you will taste 
exquisite food and join the interesting explanations of Philip, following him, if you like, in some special, unique spots. 

Well, what are you waiting to visit Kanlaya's Eyrie?! 
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 Thailand continued 

Vincent89BKK wrote a review Dec 2019 
Thailand 

 
A trip forever etched in memory 

I had the distinct pleasure to stay at this wonderful property based on the recommendation of one of my colleagues from work who knew 
about this little treasure, and I don't even know where to begin with my review here. Everything from start to end was absolutely amazing 
and such a unique experience in so many ways that I cannot put into words. 

The trip began with Philip, proprietor of this lovely estate, personally picking me and my party up from the airport, showing us around town 
and taking us out for lunch while spending a great deal of time to share his knowledge of the area which ranges from natural history of the 
area, to the most mundane of details, he knew it all. 

The property itself is breathtakingly stunning, the photos do not do it the justice it deserves, it is that beautiful. Beautifully appointed rooms 
and private villas with well thought out architecture and features that ensure you are staying in extravagant luxury the whole time you are 
there. 

The owners, Philip and his wife Kaew, are two absolutely lovely people who will not only welcome you with open arms into their house (they 
also live on-site), but very much into their whole family, quite literally, as you will have the chance to meet many of her family and extended 
relatives who reside in the area and interact with them. The activities offered by them are amazing, and I wish I had the chance to do and 
experience more in my 3 days there, but alas I will return to do more. 

What is not to be missed is the sunrise breakfast which is a truly amazing experience as you watch the sunrise over the mountainous ranges 
that surround you. 

I could continue to gush about my time there endlessly, but my advice is if you want to experience something truly different, take the road 
less travelled, stay with these two and I promise you that you will have stories and photos to bring back home that will be the envy of 
everyone you share it with. 

BangkokMusa wrote a review Feb 2018 
Thailand 

 
A gem in the jungle 

My wife found this "gem" in the jungle unexpectedly. It was one of the best 3 days vacation we have had amidst complete serenity. 

Our room was spacious, clean, and luxurious. The large jacuzzi overlooking a beautiful view was super nice, especially in 15c weather. 
Amenities were provided equivalent to a 5-star hotel 

The best part of our stay was the personalization provided by the owner - Philip and K Kaew. We felt like we were staying at a friend's place. 
We really enjoyed the evening conversation with them by the fire. Philip also took us to see a beautiful sunrise amidst a sea of mist on his 
"personal" spot equipped with two small huts and a breakfast. Gaew recommended a local Karen guide who took us trekking through the 
rivers, experiencing local life along the way. 

We would highly recommend this as a stop-over between Pai and Mae Hong Son. 

 UNITED KINGDOM 

Brian Reviewed: 15 December 2023                                                                                                                                                                                
10

  

 UK A little slice of heaven   

                          Kanlaya’s Eyrie is paradise. Philip & Gale are so welcoming & very helpful. The room was beautifully decorated & very 

comfortable with a large terrace. It’s a great location for visiting Nam Lod Cave. The gardens at the hotel are beautiful & we 

had a breakfast looking over the river & watching the mist clear from the mountains. Heaven. 

Sarah Reviewed: 15 December 2023                                                                                                                                                                                
10

 

 UK Absolutely amazing place 

                          Everything was amazing, the owners Gale & Philip were lovely, friendly , helpful & welcoming nothing was too much trouble 

for them. We will definitely return next time we're in the area. We stayed in the jacuzzi suite. 

                          Nothing everything was great. 

Maille Reviewed: 5 March 2023                                                                                                                                                                                        
10

 

 UK Amazing romantic trip 

                          Phillip & Gale are amazing hosts! Can’t wait to go back. Pictures don’t do the place justice, just gorgeous. 

                          Nothing at all! 

Graham Reviewed: 18 February 2023                                                                                                                                                                                  
10

 

 UK A unique, personal & enriching experience 

                          The owners are a fantastic couple. Both Gale & Philip make the stay so special. Fantastic location with views of the mountains 

of Myanmar on the horizon & a beautiful river which winds its way through the landscape before disappearing into Thum Lod 

Cave. 

David Reviewed: 2 November 2023                                                                                                                                                                                  
10

 

 UK Beautiful, unique homestay that everyone should enjoy at least once in your lifetime 

                          Homestay owners & their staff were very attentive of your needs and very engaging on talking about the local area. The room 

was not a std box like most 5 star hotels but instead very individual with something beautifully well designed to see at every 

turn. Wonderful gardens, peaceful surroundings therefore very easy to while away time. Delicious, local food cooked by 

Homestay owner. 

                          There was nothing that stood out as poor needing improvement. This is not the cheapest property in the area but you don’t 

select it on price. This is a treat that everyone should experience. 

Page | 20

K�l�a
T H A I L A N D



 United Kingdom continued 

Marc Reviewed: 24 November 2022                                                                                                                                                                                
10

  

 UK We had a fabulous stay at Kanlaya 

                          Beautiful location, great atmosphere & amazing hosts. 

                          We didn’t stay long enough to enjoy this magic place. 

Jade Reviewed: 13 November 2022                                                                                                                                                                                
10

 

 UK Amazing place worth every penny  

                          Amazing, it’s so clean, such a beautiful setting. The beds are so comfortable. Gale & Philip are such wonderful hosts along 

with Pang who is lovely, they are all very welcoming. It is a purely luxurious place. They offer wonderful trips that are bespoke 

to you and the food cooked by Gail is incredible. It’s located just up the road from Namlod Caves which are lovely to go and 

look around. This in no doubt is a more expensive option in Thailand but actually costs no more than a standard Travel Lodge 

would do in the UK and it is worth every penny. The Honeymoon Suite which me & my husband stayed in has a jacuzzi bath 

on the balcony that looks out over the mountains, it’s very secluded & the room is massive. There were so many trips to 

choose from we struggled which ones to go for. We had a trip kayaking down the river & visiting the caves which was 

beautiful. The next day we went for a sunrise breakfast (absolutely amazing food & views) followed by a trip to the Golden 

Buddha, then as we are coffee lovers we went to see how coffee is made & ate a lovely lunch with the Iahu Tribe that grow 

coffee among lots of other things. Then went to a lovely viewing point & a little market. It was a wonderful experience & I 

cannot recommend this place highly enough. 

                          There is absolutely nothing to dislike. 

Jaki FL 

a year ago on  Google (United Kingdom)                                                                                                                                     5/5 

Outstanding, unique and quite possibly unforgettable. What a gem of a place. Perched in the hills, Kanlaya's is a beautiful hour's drive north of 

Pai. The website's pictures do not do it justice. 

A lot of work, love and ingenuity has gone into creating this place, in a pretty remote location. The gardens, rooms and dining areas are exquisite, 

full of local style and art. 

The rooms themselves feel super luxurious. I could not find a corner that had not been given a personal and thoughtful touch. There will clearly 

be no unadorned bottles of water hanging out at this place :) 

Our hosts, Phillip and Gayle, were super welcoming and full of knowledge and fascinating stories about the Mae Hong Song area. Kanlaya's Shan 

cooking was really outstanding. Every dish. 

Our kids loved it as much as we did and were made to feel very welcome. 

If you are travelling to Mae Hong Song and want to explore futher than Pai, Kanlaya's has to be on your list for an ethnic, luxurious and unique 

experience. Trust me, there is nowhere quite like it on the Mae Hong Song loop or beyond. 

Jessica Dixon 

2 years ago on  Google (United Kingdom)                                                                                                                                   5/5 

Couple 

One of the most extraordinary stays I’ve had in Thailand. The host is thoughtful and kind. The property is beautiful and relaxing. Absolutely 

worth going out of your way for. Would stay again and recommend to everyone and anyone. Great value for money. 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Mark Setford 

2 years ago on  Google (United Kingdom)                                                                                                                                   5/5 

Holiday 

We went to Kanlaya’s on 24th Dec 2021. Read some really positive reviews online and they were spot on. Had a fantastic stay. The room was 

gorgeous with a huge balcony and the added bonus of bathroom floor heating which was welcome during this season. The breakfast was amazing 

and the service was impeccable and very professional. Kanlaya was a great host who made us feel very comfortable and at home. I will definitely 

recommend a couple of days here 👍 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

John Osborn 

5 years ago on  Google (United Kingdom)                                                                                                                                   5/5 

Highly recommended. Booking sites may show no availability ahead of time so best to call. A stunning jungle location and exceptional comfort, 

by far the best we found on the Mae Hong Son Loop. Three price levels available: we were offered 2000, 3500 and 5000 baht. Great base for 

exploring the area and hosts have local knowledge. They are happy to provide meals or a couple of good local restaurants nearby. Google Maps 

get you to within feet of the actual entrance. Philip and Gail we very gracious hosts. Cash only, all meals extra. 

David M wrote a review Nov 2023 
United Kingdom 

 
Better than most 5 star hotels – individualism & beauty combined 

A last-minute decision to stay here which will turn out to be one of the best we make. We upgraded to the Honeymoon Suite and had the 
most magnificent stay. The suite is luxurious and has beautiful detail that you wouldn’t find in a typical 5-star hotel. Fantastically spacious, 
with a spa tub we didn’t have time to enjoy. Gale, the owner, cooked a fantastic local dinner which prevents you walking into the village 
and allows you to enjoy the beautiful garden that they have created to embrace the homestay. 

I could have stayed a week and found new detail to observe every day. 

You will only be in this area once in your lifetime most likely. This is not your average homestay and worth every penny for sumptuous luxury. 
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 United Kingdom continued 

RachelAsh88 wrote a review Dec 2015  
United Kingdom 

 
Perfect honeymoon destination 

We stayed for a week at Christmas as part of a fortnight long honeymoon in Thailand which Kanlaya’s had helped us to plan. 

The excursions offered to us by Kanlaya’s were by far the highlight of our honeymoon and we enjoyed some of the most interesting and 
unique experiences we have ever had whilst staying with Gale and Philip. They and their staff made us feel incredibly at home. The place is 
beautiful, the service second to none and Gale and Philip helped us create an itinerary that was tailored to our individual needs and 
interests. 

Thank you for treating us so well- we are sure to return one day! 

 UNITED STATES 

Tamara Reviewed:8 February 2024                                                                                                                                                                                     
10

  

 USA Truly remarkable  

                          This is truly a hidden gem. What a beautiful property. Rooms are very nice & comfortable. Philip & Gale have created an 

amazing space for travellers to come to & explore this part of the world. 

                          Loved everything. Wished we could have stayed longer. 

Keren Reviewed: Wed 9 August 2023                                                                                                                                                                              
10

  

 USA Exceptional 

                          The service was outstanding. The grounds & the history of the town. 

Adam Reviewed: 31 March 2023                                                                                                                                                                                      
10

 

 USA Exceptional 

                          This place is amazing! Philip & Kanlaya are such good hosts & the rooms are impeccable. They had great suggestions for 

things to do in the area (don't miss the swifts returning to Nam Lod cave in the evening) & even took me to town to experience 

the festival, some drinks & local culture. If you're looking to get off the beaten path & can afford to splurge a little bit this place 

is definitely worth it! 

Louise Reviewed:14 February 2023                                                                                                                                                                                   
10

  

 USA Beautiful hotel 

                          Beautiful boutique hotel, very well decorated dinner was delicious in the courtyard. The bed is very comfortable. The hosts are 

very friendly & have good recommendations.  

                          Unfortunately we were there during the fires & couldn’t enjoy it as much as we would have liked (I wouldn’t recommend 

coming mid-February) the vegetation in the area is also very dry this time of the year, not the lush greenery we see on the 

pictures. We hope to come back one day at a better time because the location must be absolutely gorgeous at the right time 

of the year (rainy season or right after) 

Elyse Reviewed:                                                                                                                                                                                                                
10

  

 USA The best authentic northen thailand experience  

                          This is going to be a long review, but if you are considering staying here and want a real, local Thai experience, keep reading. 

This place is NOT touristy & we were among a small handful of foreigners in the area during our stay.  

                          We stayed at KE for 3 days & it was one of my favourite destinations of the month long trip to SE Asia. Gale, Phillip & Pen 

(Gale’s sister) are wonderfully warm & accommodating people who made our stay so special and unique. Gale (Kanlaya) 

gave us the most amazing tour of the area over several days. We drank local coffee which was grown nearby, with beans still 

warm from the day’s roasting, hand ground in front of us & prepared in the local fashion.  

                          We expressed interest in exploring caves & Gale took us all over and joined us as we navigated the sometimes treacherous 

caves. They provided us with local guides for the caves, one which included being chest deep in an underground river! Aside 

from hanging out with Gale (who I wished was my new best friend) we opted to have dinner at the property for two nights. And 

OMG, the food was unreal. Very authentic Northern Thai cuisine, made by Gale & her sister, Pen.  

                          The property itself has been carefully designed by the hosts, integrating the local geology & plants into the architecture. Philip 

is an absolute thrill to chat with. He’s very knowledgeable on the culture & geology of the area and we enjoyed many lively 

fireside conversations in the evenings. 

                          Our room was decorated and designed with intense attention to detail. Wonderful views. Great birdwatching opportunities.  

                          Do not miss this opportunity! I cannot express this enough. Wonderful in every way. Thanks again for hosting us & showing us 

the magical beauty of Northern Thailand. 

Lance Reviewed: 13 January 2023                                                                                                                                                                                   
10

  

 USA Wonderful place to visit & enjoy 

                          My wife & I stayed 5 nights in January 2023 as a ‘slow down’ stop while driving the full Mae Hong Son loop. We thoroughly 

enjoyed it! Really wonderful place, fantastic ambience, great hosts & staff. The room itself (the Deluxe Double Room with 

Shower) was comfortable, clean, located in the main area of the property which we enjoyed (lots of patios/terrace areas) and 

had wonderful views up-valley with mountains on either side. It was a pleasure waking up each morning & finding ourselves in 

this special place. The hosts provide a lot of helpful information about many available activities (which they can arrange) or for 

those who want a slower pace (like us) it was easy to find some nice hikes in the area, visit the nearby Nam Lod Cave at dusk 

to see the swifts returning to their nests in the cave by tens of thousands, sample a few of the village restaurants in between 

romantic breakfasts & dinners on the patio/terraces of the resort, and of course have some very nice relaxing time in this 

beautiful property. We especially enjoyed the evening fire in the main patio area with a great view of the stars and enjoyable 

conversations with the hosts & other guests. Thank you Kanlaya, Philip & the rest of the staff! 
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 United States continued 

Mark Cossin 

a year ago on  Google (United States)                                                                                                                                                                                     4/5 

The traditional Thai dinner service was outstanding. The grounds are lovely. 

Room had a few cobwebs and the complimentary water had mold growing in it. At first we thought maybe it was kombucha but realized it wasn't 

when the other water was clear. Not sealed so probably was sitting around for a while. 

The traditional Thai massage was very nice. And the setting was very peaceful but a little cold. The day we visited it had been raining a while so to 

be expected. 

Rooms   4.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Tara 

a year ago on  Google (United States)                                                                                                                                        5/5 

Holiday ❘ Couple 

We had the most amazing experience staying at Kanlaya’s Eyrie and our only regret was that we only had 1 night there. The hospitality is 

impeccable and Philip is incredibly knowledgeable in regards to local activities, nature/wildlife and customs. We’re also so excited about our 

weavings from the local Karen Hill Tribe which the resort rooms are adorned with. Would highly recommend a stay here! 

Rooms   5.0        Service   5.0        Location   5.0 

Elyse Wodaa 

year ago on  Google (United States)                                                                                                                                          5/5 

This is going to be a long review, but if you are considering staying here and want a real, local Thai experience, keep reading. This place is NOT 

touristy and we were among a small handful of foreigners in the area during our stay. 

We stayed at KE for 3 days and it was one of my favorite destinations of the month long trip to SE Asia. Gail, Phillip, and Pen (Gail’s sister) are 

wonderfully warm and accommodating people who made our stay so special and unique. Gail (Kanlaya) gave us the most amazing tour of the 

area over several days. We drank local coffee which was grown nearby, with beans still warm from the day’s roasting, hand ground in front of us 

and prepared in the local fashion. 

We expressed interest in exploring caves and Gail took us all over and joined us as we navigated the sometimes treacherous caves. They provided 

us with local guides for the caves, one which included being chest deep in an underground river! Aside from hanging out with Gail (who I wished 

was my new best friend) we opted to have dinner at the property for two nights. And OMG, the food was unreal. very authentic northern Thai 

cuisine, made by Gail and her sister, Pen. 

The property itself has been carefully designed by the hosts, integrating the local geology and plants into the architecture. Phillip is an absolute 

thrill to chat with. He’s very knowledgeable on the culture and geology of the area and we enjoyed many lively fireside conversations in the 

evenings. 

Our room was decorated and designed with intense attention to detail. Wonderful views. Great birdwatching opportunities. 

Do not miss this opportunity! I cannot express this enough. Wonderful in every way. Thanks again for hosting us and showing us the~ magical 

beauty of Northern Thailand. 

Mary Farrell 

5 years ago on  Google (United States)                                                                                                                                       5/5 

laurence Leroy 

6 years ago on  Google (United States)                                                                                                                                       3/5 

Fjewellstern 
wrote a review Jul 2023 
United States 

 
Perfect location for exploring remote Northern Thailand 

Kanlaya’s Eyrie is such a special place, my family and I adored our time at this lovely, hidden gem of a guesthouse. The location, in the 
breathtaking mountains of northern Thailand, is honestly indescribable. The staff and owners are warm and welcoming and so good at their 
jobs and obviously had a deep love for their country and community. Getting here is not easy- it’s a long and winding drive but the scenery 
along the way makes the trip go by quickly. And the arrival makes it all worth it! 

Do not miss out on the traditional Thai massage and the hike/lunch with the local guide. Both very special and unique experiences! 

Cg43879 wrote a review Nov 2015 
United States 

 
Highlight of a three month trip 

My girlfriend Brooke and I stayed here for 4 nights at the end of November. To anyone looking for a wonderful place to spend a few nights in 
northern Thailand this should definitely be at the top of your list. We had an amazing visit and got to meet some lifelong friends here. It 
greatly surpassed our expectations. Phillip and Gale were wonderful hosts. They were able to show us the real Thailand while we got to 
experience their luxurious home. We got to hike to remote villages, visit giant remote Buddha's, meet wonderful local people, all while 
getting to relax and enjoy their wonderful cooking. We also were able to explore a massive cave and watch a sunrise from their hut on top 
of a mountain, while being cooked breakfast. In all of my travels I have never been to such an amazing place. I feel lucky to have been 
able to find this wonderful escape. I strongly recommend staying here. We were treated as if it was our home and really enjoyed every 
moment of our visit. In all my time traveling around the world this was the absolute most amazing place I have ever been too. Thank you Gail 
and Phillip for such a wonderful experience, we miss you both and will definitely be back one day.
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